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Michigan Report 
 
April 12, 2007 
 
D.H.S. CONCERNED FEDERAL CUTS COULD 
HURT CHILD SUPPORT PROGRAM 
 
Reductions in federal funding to the state counties could hurt the Michigan 
Child Support Program, the Department of Human Services said in a 
statement Thursday. 
 
According to DHS, last year’s federal Deficit Reduction Act that cut more 
than $50 million in administrative funding would reduce collections in the 
state by $300 million over the first five years and $1.2 billion in 10 years. 
Governor Jennifer Granholm’s proposed state budget would restore that 
funding, the department also said. 
 
Child support workers distributed about $1.4 billion in child support in fiscal 
year 2006, the department said. It also said that $1.27 billion was sent to 
families, $29 million was given out in medical support to children and the 
federal and state governments were reimbursed $95 million for public 
assistance to families. Also, more than $396 million in due support was 
collected and given to families. 
  
We are proud of what this program does to keep Michigan's children out of 
poverty," Director of DHS Marianne Udow said. "For this reason, the 
federal cuts that go into effect on October 1, 2007, are a grave concern and a 
threat to families in Michigan." 



 

 

Foster mom to be tried in Isaac's death 

April 13, 2007 

By RUBY L. BAILEY 

FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER 

Charlsie Adams-Rogers will stand trial on involuntary manslaughter charges in the August 
beating death of her 2-year-old foster child, Wayne County Circuit Court Judge Vera Massey 
Jones ruled Friday. 

Adams-Rogers’ attorney, Warren E. Harris, argued that there was no probable cause to 
charge the 59-year-old Detroit resident. Adams-Rogers, who was home at the time of Isaac 
Lethbridge’s death, denied knowing who killed the boy. No one has been charged with his 
Aug. 16 death. Adams-Roger also is charged with child abuse in connection with injuries to 
Isaac’s 4-year-old sister, who was in foster care with him. 

In February, 36th District Court Judge Willie Lipscomb had bound Adams-Rogers over for 
trial, ruling that she had failed in her legal duty to protect the children.  
 
The trial is set for June 4.  
 
Contact RUBY L. BAILEY at 313-222-6651 or rbailey@freepress.com. 

Copyright © 2007 Detroit Free Press Inc. 
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Grant evidence, statement to be released today 
By George Hunter The Detroit News 

MOUNT CLEMENS -- The Macomb County Prosecutor's Office this afternoon is expected to release statements accused killer Stephen 
Grant allegedly gave to police shortly after he was arrested last month, as well as other evidence related to the high-profile case. 

Police and prosecutors allege Grant confessed to killing his wife, Tara, on Feb. 9. He reported her missing on Feb. 14, and told police 
Tara had left the house after an argument about her frequent overseas business trips. 

Grant's attorney, Stephen Rabaut, unsuccessfully sought a judge's order to prevent the release of the statement and other related 
evidence, saying it could harm his client's right to a fair trial. 

But District Judge Denis LeDuc last week denied the request for the emergency motion that would have barred the release of the nearly 
500 pages of material. 

"Mr. Grant actively sought out media and gave numerous statements and giving multiple interviews," LeDuc said on April 3. "I find great 
irony that defendant now raises the issue of pretrial publicity in the context of this motion." 

Both sides agreed to not release medical records, polygraph test results or photos of the crime scene to the public. 
Stephen Grant was arrested March 3, after police searched his home and found Tara Grant's dismembered torso inside his garage. Her 

body parts were found in Stony Creek Metropark, close to their Washington Township home. 
While police were searching Grant's home, he borrowed a neighbor's car and fled to northern Michigan. He was found by police 

huddling in the snow, without shoes or a coat. 
An autopsy showed Tara Grant died of strangulation. She also had suffered a blunt-force injury to her head. 
Grant was charged with first-degree murder. He is incarcerated in the Macomb County Jail awaiting a May 15 preliminary examination. 
Come back to detnews.com later today for full coverage. 
You can reach George Hunter at (586) 468-7396 or ghunter@detnews.com. 

Return to regular web page 
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Bill would spur joint custody in divorce disputes 

By Brooke Meier  
Capital News Service 
 
LANSING — Divorce can be hard on a family, especially when children are caught between two parents in a bitter 
custody battle. 
 
Rep. Glenn Steil Jr., R-Cascade Township, has introduced legislation to require judges to order joint custody in 
most child custody disputes. 
 
The bill would grant legal and physical joint custody to divorcing parents unless a judge determines that one 
parent is incompetent or unwilling to care for the child. 
 
Also, if one parent lives outside the district where the child attended school the previous year, joint custody 
would not be awarded. 
 
Steil said, “Ensuring children have a balanced and nurturing upbringing with equal attention and influence from 
both parents is the priority and motivating factor behind this legislation. Children should not have to choose 
between two parents and two loving, stable homes.” 
 
Rebecca Climie, his legislative aide said, “We are really looking at what is best for the child and the family as a 
unit.” 
 
Climie said Steil reintroduced the bill because the original sponsor wasn’t re-elected last November. 
 
Climie said Steil knows the advantages that joint custody can give children because Steil reached a joint custody 
agreement outside of court during his own divorce. 
 
Current laws do not mandate joint custody. In most cases of joint custody, the parents have agreed to the 
arrangement. 
 
In disputes, a judge makes the final decision on who gets custody, whether it’s sole or joint custody. 
 
Climie said judges use 12 factors to decide what’s in a child’s best interest. They include the child’s school record, 
the mental and physical health of the parents and the ability of the the parents to provide a loving and stable 
living environment. 
 
However, some decisions cause undue hardships for the parents and children, she said, “We want what is easiest 
on the child and kids.” 
 
The Family Law section of the State Bar of Michigan and some domestic violence groups have criticized the bill. 
 
Domestic violence groups argue that the change could make victims of violence vulnerable when dropping off or 
picking up their children from their ex-spouses. 
 
But Climie said, “The intent is not to subject these victims of domestic violence to positions of vulnerability.” 
 
Precautions can be taken if the victims are worried, such as designating a safe place for drop-offs and pick-ups 
she said. “We don’t want to open up women to opportunities for violence.” 
 
The Michigan Friend of the Court Bureau has not taken a stance on the legislation. 
 
If the measure becomes law, child support should not be affected by joint custody, according to Climie. “If 
anything, the new law would equalize the amount paid by parents,” she said. 
 
The bipartisan bill is awaiting review in the Families and Children’s Services Committee. 
 
Other sponsors include Reps. Judy Emmons, R-Sheridan; Rick Shaffer, R-Three Rivers; John Moolenaar, R-
Midland; Marty Knollenberg, R-Troy; and Robert Dean, D-Grand Rapids. 
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Bollman in as juvenile home director 
Friday, April 13, 2007 

By RYAN J. STANTON 

TIMES WRITER 

The Bay County Board of Commissioners on Tuesday hired Juli Bollman to take over as director of the 
county's juvenile home.  

Bollman currently serves as the county's Community Corrections coordinator, a job she's held since 
November 1998.  

County Executive Thomas L. Hickner said Bollman comes highly recommended and will fill an important 
role in county government. She replaces Tom Tonkavich, who left the county for a job in Florida last July.  

''I'm looking forward to it,'' said Bollman, who has a bachelor's degree in social work from Saginaw Valley 
State University, and plans to pursue a master's degree this fall. ''I'm happy to be working with a qualified 
staff.''  

Bollman previously worked at Prevention and Youth Services, a nonprofit substance abuse prevention 
organization that allowed her to work with at-risk youths in Saginaw County.  

Drawing on that background, she plans to address a need facing the county: Substance abuse treatment.  

The county eliminated its juvenile home substance abuse treatment program last August, due to costs. Like 
other county officials, including Hickner, Bollman wants to bring back those services.  

''That's definitely a strong point I have - the understanding of substance abuse programming and the need 
for it out there,'' she said. ''Especially here, we have (17-year-olds) who can be convicted as an adult; they 
come in telling us they've had a drug problem since they were 14 years old.''  

The juvenile home, located at 520 W. Hampton Road, housed 480 residents in 2005. In 2006, Hickner said 
the facility's 17-bed south pod remained at or near capacity, though the north pod, where substance abuse 
treatment was housed, remains empty.  

Bollman's position will pay $57,137, according to a March 28 ''offer of employment'' memo from Hickner. 
The county's attempt to fill the position took longer than expected, he said, as the top candidate declined a 
job offer in January.  

Bollman said she assumes the county will fill her current grant-funded position in Community Corrections. 
However, debate remains about filling a key position in another county department.  

Kathryn Fehrman, head of the Department of Public Defender, has submitted her resignation letter, saying 
it is with ''regret and gratitude'' that she leaves Bay County in anticipation of moving to San Diego in June.  

''It has been a great honor to serve Bay County this past year and a half,'' she wrote to the county. ''I will 
miss my new friends and colleagues here very much.''  

Commissioners on Tuesday tabled a decision to fill Fehrman's position, and plan to discuss it again next 
month. Before jumping to fill the vacancy, the county is exploring its options.  

Hickner said the county is seriously looking at issuing a bid for outside legal counsel for all misdemeanor 
cases. In the past, the county has found the most cost-effective approach was for county staff attorneys to 
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represent most indigent defendants.  

''Whatever is going to save us money is the approach we're going to take,'' Hickner said.  

 
 

©2007 Bay City Times 

© 2007 Michigan Live. All Rights Reserved. 
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Recoup Medicaid payments  
Friday, April 13, 2007 

Lawmakers should finally adopt legislation to recoup Medicaid costs from those who lived in nursing homes 
on the taxpayers' tab. Michigan is the only state not complying with a federal law. This is not a huge windfall 
of cash when compared to the state's budget shortfalls but Michigan is hardly in a position to pass up a few 
million or run the risk, however small, of losing federal dollars from a penalty.  

Beyond that, more money would be available to help others who do not have enough savings to finance the 
high cost of nursing home care. Medicaid is the state-federal health insurance program for low-income and 
disabled people. But there are some middle-income seniors who also are having nursing home care paid 
for because all assets don't get factored in when determining eligibility.  

The 1993 federal mandate requires states to pursue recovering costs for medical assistance, including 
Medicaid paid for nursing home services, from the estates of individuals after they die. Fearing political 
backlash, states were slow to implement the mandate but in recent years the few holdouts came to the 
inevitable decision to help contribute toward soaring Medicaid costs. Georgia's implementation last year, left 
Michigan all alone. Michigan's total gross spending for nursing homes in 2006 was $1.48 billion. The state's 
estimated share of those costs would be $644 million.  

Sen. Michael Switalski, D-Roseville, introduced legislation in March to create an estate recovery program. 
The state could collect assets from those deceased recipients who were 55 or older when they received 
Medicaid benefits. The Department of Community Health (DCH) would be charged with establishing the 
program. The department must waive recovery when there is too little money to justify the effort. Recovery 
includes placing liens on property. Homes are usually pursued because that's typically all that's left. The bill 
could raise about $10 million with the state netting an estimated $4.2 million in savings the first full year.  

Several details still need to be worked out in the legislation. States vary in how they go after estates. The 
federal government allows them great discretion. If adopted, the fact that the state is going after these funds 
must not be a surprise to families. Lawmakers should see to it that provisions include notifying families 
about the estate-recovery program upfront when a beneficiary applies for Medicaid and after a loved one 
dies.  

Families also need to be informed of hardship waivers.The legislation does call for hardship exemptions but 
allows DCH to define the criteria. The agency needs guidance. The federal government prohibits states 
from making recoveries in certain cases such as during the lifetime of a surviving spouse or from a 
surviving permanently disabled child under 21.  

The anticipated savings is modest as most estate recovery programs are but lawmakers need to be looking 
at all reasonable sources of revenue and obeying the law. Every other state has found it prudent to adopt 
this program. So should Michigan. Money recovered goes back into funding Medicaid activities. That means 
assistance for other taxpayers.  

 
 

©2007 Grand Rapids Press 
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Corner Health Center serves local teens  
 
By Ruben Peeler / Staff Writer  
FRIDAY, APRIL 13, 2007  
 
In Ypsilanti, the Corner Health Center is a place where adolescents can go 
to receive medical care and much, much more.  
 
For the past 25 years, Eleanor Anasar has been the education director for 
the Corner Health Center, which is located at 47 N. Huron St. The Corner, 
as Anasar calls it, is a non-profit organization providing medical care,
support services and health education for local adolescents up to 22 years 
old.  
 
The Corner offers general medical care such as throat care, ear care and 
similar things. The flip side to that coin is the Corner also tests for and 
treats cases of HIV and sexually transmitted diseases. This care is strictly 
confidential, according to Corner health officials.  
 
The 48197 and 48198 zip codes have the highest number of sexually 
transmitted diseases in Washtenaw County, according to Anasar.  
 
"We offer services to those in our age demographic, regardless of their 
ability to pay" for those services, Anasar says.  
 
Anasar says Eastern Michigan students who fall into the age demographic 
of the Corner are welcome to come to the facility for any health care 
needs. The Corner bases patients' ability to pay for services on each 
specific patient's income.  
 
Some EMU students feel the Corner is a positive alternative to the health 
care options offered on campus.  
 
"The health system at Eastern Michigan University needs to be a four-
year plan and not semester-to-semester," student Victor Walker says. "I 
once got ill and the (on-campus) health center told me either I could pay
cash, or put it on my student account, which if wasn't paid at the end of 
the semester I couldn't register for class again. So I commend the Corner 
Health Center."  
 
The Corner has a staff dedicated to helping those who do not have 
medical insurance. There are three social workers on site: one is 
dedicated to helping children fazed out of foster care and the other two 
focus on helping victims of domestic violence, rape, child abuse, trouble 
in the home, homelessness and mental illness.  
 
Anasar believes prevention is the best form of combat against sexually 
transmitted diseases and teenage pregnancy. She says she feels seeing a 
doctor on a regular basis is the best preventive management  
 
Anasar also wants adolescents to know they are treated with respect at 
the Corner. She says patients often say things like, "the Corner has been 
my sanctuary" and the Corner has a distinctive feeling of family.  
 
The Corner also has an education theatre troop, which trains young about 
health education, substance abuse, dating violence, teenage pregnancy 
and sexually transmitted diseases. The theatre troop puts on interactive 
performances in community centers, group homes and predominantly in 
middle schools to educate other youths about health awareness.  
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Alaina Chippooneri is the Corner director of the Women, Infants and 
Children state supplemental food program. She informs young and 
expecting mothers about how they can receive healthy food for 
themselves and their children.  
 
Anasar calls it their "one-stop shopping center," where the mothers can 
meet almost all their children's. She says many of these young women 
cannot provide adequate transportation to go all over town to get the 
supplies it takes to maintain a household. Kim Thomas, the Corner 
obstetrician, counsels all of the young expecting women and prepares 
them for pregnancy and early parenthood.  
 
The maternal infant health program places the mothers and children with 
social workers and a nutrition specialist. The Corner also has a patient 
assistant program, which helps clients pay for transportation to and from 
medical appointments. 
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News in brief  

Man arrested for domestic violence  
FROM STAFF REPORTS 

TRAVERSE CITY — City police arrested a Traverse City man after he allegedly went to his girlfriend's 
workplace, broke her glasses and punched her in the face.  

The 22-year-old man was in county jail Wednesday after police allege he went to his girlfriend's job site on 
Munson Avenue and pounded on the back door until she came outside around 4:45 p.m. Tuesday. 

When the victim came to the door to ask him to leave, the man allegedly grabbed and broke the woman's 
glasses and then punched her in the face twice. Police later arrested the suspect downtown on a domestic 
violence charge.  

He was on parole for a previous armed robbery conviction. 
Copyright 1998-2005 Traverse City Record-Eagle
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Event to raise sexual assault awareness 
 
By Rosalie Currier 
Sturgis Journal 

Published: Thursday, April 12, 2007 9:41 PM CDT 

 
 April is National Sexual Assault Awareness Month. In an attempt to bring the issue to 
the community, the Domestic and Sexual Abuse Services is hosting Take Back the Night 
rally and march beginning at 7 p.m. April 19 at Free Church Park in Sturgis. 
 
According to Kim Karmer, event coordinator, the DASAS sees a high rate of sexual 
assault cases from the Sturgis community. 
 
She said education to prevent sexual assault, awareness that it really is social issue, and 
help for those who might be hiding dark wounds, are all the goals of this second annual 
rally with the theme, “A Call to Action.” 

Who should attend? 
 
“Everyone” Karmer said. “Our theme ‘A Call to Action’ is to bring awareness to all 
members of the community and unite our efforts to help victims and their families and 
change our environment so these crimes do not remain ‘crimes of silence.’” 
 
Being pulled into a dark alley, bound, gagged and sexually assaulted is often the typical 
view of the crime. But Karmer said that most often a person is violated by someone they 
know, someone they trust. 

And that makes it more difficult for a victim to ask for help, she said. That and the 
humiliation of having to prove the sexual assault.While it is necessary to protect people 
from false accusations of abuse, it still makes the victim feel even more violated. 
 
Sturgis Chief of Police David Northrop will be one of the speakers at the rally, which will 
conclude with a silent march around the block. 
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News 

Families given choice of 'heat or eat': DHS 

 
Friday, April 13, 2007 10:00 AM EDT 

LANSING - The Department of Human Services today announced that it is out of 
funds for energy crisis assistance for fiscal year 2007. 

Individuals receiving home heating credits will continue to receive assistance through 
September, but new applications for energy crisis assistance will be denied due to 
lack of funds. 
 
DHS has provided low-income residents $45.7 million for crisis assistance since 
October 2006. 
 
About $1.9 million goes to Michigan families each week. 

Energy programs help families by providing home heating credits to low-income 
households to pay energy bills and crisis assistance to prevent shutoffs or make 
emergency repairs. 
 
Gov. Jennifer Granholm, along with 34 other governors, in February, signed a letter 
urging Washington to restore the $1 billion cut from LIHEAP in fiscal year 2007. 
 
The Michigan Senate and House adopted non-binding resolutions urging the funds to 
be released. 

The resolution also protested the proposed $380 million cut to LIHEAP federal funds 
in 2008. 
 
Michigan could receive as much as $47 million less in coming years under these 
proposals. 
 
Reduced funding will further limit energy assistance for Michigan families. 
 
"For many Michigan families, it is a choice of whether to heat or to eat," DHS Director 
Marianne Udow said. "I can only add my voice to the many Michigan leaders, 
including Gov. Granholm, who urged the president to release emergency LIHEAP 
funds." 
 
In fiscal year 2006, there were 389,561 Michigan low-income households that 
received an average payment of $193 in the home heating credit. 
 
Another 108,895 households received an average payment of $488 for emergency 
payments for heat and energy costs. 
 
Another 799 households received an average payment of $1,071 for emergency 
energy-related repairs. 
 
Funding for LIHEAP was at an all-time high in 2006. 
 
"Hundreds of thousands of Michigan families rely on energy assistance," Udow said. 
"Energy costs continue to rise and families in low-income households are facing few 
choices." 
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For more information about LIHEAP and other DHS assistance programs, go to 
www.mich-igan.gov/dhs. 

Print this story   |   Email this story 
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Heating Cash For Poor To End 
 
MIRS 
 
April 13, 2007 
 
As a post-winter cold snap engulfs much of Michigan, there is only one week left in a 
federal home heating assistance program to keep the needy warm.  
 
Department of Human Services (DHS) Director Marianne UDOW told a House panel 
today that the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) and the $45 
million in energy aid it gives to disadvantaged residents ends on April 20.  
 
"It's terrible. It's tragic," said Udow, adding that despite pleas from Gov. Jennifer 
GRANHOLM and her counterparts around the country, the President George W. BUSH 
administration is shutting off the cash assistance to heat homes around the state.  
 
Even though the state will continue with its own home heating assistance credit, the 
credit is not the same as cash and Udow is concerned.  
 
The last time this shutoff occurred was in the 1980s and Udow said, "There were senior 
citizens who could not afford to heat their homes or air-condition their homes, and there 
were some deaths as a result."  
 
As Michigan's economy remains stuck in neutral, the demand by the needy for energy 
assistance has gone up from 266,000 last year to 313,000 cases this year.  
 
The Legislature could pick up the slack with a supplemental budget bill, but it's unclear if 
that will come in time to avert the shutoff of federal aid next Friday.  
 
In other DHS-related news today, Udow and the DHS stated that looming federal cuts 
threaten to decrease funding for Michigan's child-support program by $1.2 billion in 10 
years.  
 
In last year's federal Deficit Reduction Act, the federal government cut more than $50 
million per year in administrative funding to the state and counties. According to the 
Congressional Budget Office, this will reduce collections in Michigan by $300 million in 
the first five years and $1.2 billion in ten years. Udow said Granholm's proposed budget 
restores this much-needed funding for the state and counties.  
 
"We are proud of what this program does to keep Michigan's children out of poverty," 
Udow said. "For this reason, the federal cuts that go into effect on October 1, 2007, are a 
grave concern and a threat to families in Michigan."  
 



In fiscal year 2006, Michigan child support workers distributed about $1.4 billion in child 
support. The program sent $1.27 billion directly to Michigan families, provided $29 
million in medical support to children and reimbursed the federal and state governments 
$95 million for public assistance provided to families. More than $396 million in past-
due support was collected and distributed to families.  
 
(Senior Capital Correspondent Tim SKUBICK contributed to this report.) 




